
Old Town through the Centuries

Appreciated since the Romans, as evidenced by several buried villas in the plain, the 
site of Marsanne inspired the construction of an early motte-and-bailey castle atop 
the small hill of Chatelas. Built between the 10th and 12th centuries, the fortified 
castle and priory of Saint Félix, dependent on the Cluniac abbey of Saint-Pierre de 
Saoû, occupy the rocky promontory overlooking the plain. A ring of sturdy ramparts 
protects the "old" village. It was founded and prospered under the rule of the 
powerful lords of the time, the Poitiers-Valentinois, then the Adhémar de Monteil 
and de Brunier families. Peasants, merchants, and craftpersons lived there, or 
sought refuge in case of an attack. From the 16th century, during the Wars of 
Religion, one can recall the brilliant defense led by the Chevalier de Coursas, who 
repelled the siege of Lesdiguières in 1588. With peace restored, the inhabitants of 
Marsanne settled on the slope outside the walls in the 17th and 18th centuries, 
before creating the modern village, laid out in a wide fan shape at the foot of the 
hill. 

Want to learn more? Visit Old Marsanne’s Friends Association website at Bienvenue-
Association des Amis du Vieux Marsanne.
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